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Be A Bright Light
Bill Brinkworth

Christians should avoid being pooch-lipped and sad. They should do their best not to display
looks of hopelessness and despair seen on the faces and in the lives of unbelievers because:

1.

We are on God’s winning side no matter what happens around or to us! We should
have peace and be comforted!

“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

| Corinthians 15:57

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” | John 5:4-5

“These things | have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world.” John 16:33
“Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”
Romans 8:37

Believers can be victorious here on Earth, no matter their situation. One day, however,
we will be in a place the unsaved will never experience — Heaven!

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:36

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my
son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Revelation 21:7
We must show the world that, although we are troubled by the sin surrounding us and
circumstances we may battle, we have confidence that the Lord is in control!

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7

“Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one
body; and be ye thankful.” Colossians 3:15
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4. We have hope. The unsaved do not!
“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” Romans 15:13
“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;” Rom. 12:12
“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:31
5. We should represent God’s blessing that the world should see. May our example be a
godly, encouraging one.
“O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 2 Let the
redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;”
Psalms 107:1-2
“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” | Timothy 4:12
“Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Christ.” | Corinthians 11:1
“Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me,
do: and the God of peace shall be with you.” Philippians 4:9
6. Our testimony must be one of peace, victory, and godliness, not sadness and without
hope, as the unsaved often display.
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and | will declare what he hath done for my soul.”
Psalm 66:16
“Also | say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man
also confess before the angels of God:” Luke 12:8
7. God loves us!
“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” Romans 5:5
“Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 8:39
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” |
John 3:1 Also: Il Cor. 13:11, Eph. 3:19.
Be a shining Christian. You may be the only exposure to Christianity others know. Is your
testimony a bright, godly beacon that others desire to follow, or is your example further evidence
to observing unbelievers that being a Christian does not change anything?

“Count your blessings, not your troubles.” — Author Unknown
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Living a biblical lifestyle is undoubtedly the old way — the way much of mankind has lived for
over 6,000 years. Living that way may be “old-fashioned,” but there are many new things that
obeying and living for the Lord can offer.

Here are some of the new things God still gives and desires all to have and experience:



A new birth. When one becomes a child of God, he has a new spiritual birth. He is a new,
different creature.

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever.” | Peter 1: 23

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.” 1l Corinthians 5:17

A new joy, happiness, and purpose. Being born again is wonderful. It comes with new
chances in life with great joy and happiness.

“O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. Sing unto the LORD,
bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the heathen,
his wonders among all people. For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be
feared above all gods” Psalms 96:1-3

“And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and
fear, and shall trust in the LORD.” Psalms 40:3 Also: Psalms 98:1.

A new heart. God gives, along with salvation, a new heart that has new desires, purposes,
and hopes.

“A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 36:26

“Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble
you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and | will give you the land of Israel.
And | will give them one heart, and | will put a new spirit within you; and | will take the stony
heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my statutes,
and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and | will be their God.”
Ezekiel 11: 17-20 These verses were written about the people of Israel, but the principle can be
applied to us.

A new outlook. Life is seen differently. When one is saved, educated from the Word of God,
and obedient to it, life looks a lot different. Activities and actions of the past now may appear
contrary to God’s commands and harmful rather than “fun.” The “old, dead” Bible now becomes
alive and helpful.

“Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye declare it? | have shewed thee new things from
this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know them.” Isaiah 46: 6

A new, changed life (a new mind). Along with other new blessings comes the “mind of
Christ” which thinks much differently than before the new birth.

“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
created him:” Colossians 3:10

“That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. Be ye angry,
and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil.” Ephesians
4:22-27

A new day filled with second chances and other opportunities. Just as a new day brings
fresh opportunities and expectations, God gives the born-again soul a second chance in life.
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“It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23

A new testament. A new covenant. A “testament’ is a document declaring the will and
desires of a person. The New Testament God gave man is not only part of the Bible, but it is
His will and the new covenant (commitments or promises) He made with man. It tells of God’s
will for man in this church age.

“And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” Mat. 26:27-28
“And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.” Mark
14: 24

A new world. One day, God will destroy this world and create a new one.

“For, behold, | create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered.”
Isaiah 65:7

“And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea.” Revelation 21:1 Also Il Pet. 3:3.

“l can’t help thinking of the old woman, when the civil war started, who started
out with a poker in her hand. When asked what she would do with it, she said, “I
can’t do much with it, but | can show which side I’'m on.” My friend, even if you
can’t do much for the cause of Christ, you can show the world whose side you
are on.” — Author Unknown



