
  Obstacles God Puts 
Forth 

Many natural things are 
prickly. The thorns 
are the natural 
defense for 
many roses, 
orange 
trees, and 
weeds. Grab-
bing hold of 
a prickly 
stem re-
sults in 
one let-
ting it go and coming up with 
another plan. The “pricks” are 
the plant’s protection.  

God uses the “pricks” of un-
comfortable circumstances to 
change our direction. He did this 
in Paul’s early life, as the un-
saved but religious man traveled 
on the Damascus road.  
“And he said, Who art thou, 
Lorsd? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it 
is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks.”  Acts 9:5 

Paul had spent much of his 
life  trying  to serve God his way. 
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Out of the Cave  
Spencer 

Suppose a traveler, on a 
stormy night, should take up his 
lodging in a cave with serpents 
and venomous creatures.  Because 
he sleeps, he sees them not.  He 
sleeps as soundly as if at home in 
his bed.   

When the morning comes, he 
sees what companions are about 
him.  He uses all means possible 
and haste to escape that cave.  

In the same way is every sin-
ner.  Beset with many “serpents” 
of his sins, he cannot see them 
and therefore fears them not.  He 
goes through life without their 
bothering his conscience or life-
style.  He is “asleep” as soundly 
as if in Solomon’s bed.  (He cer-
tainly is not ‘woke” as many fac-

tiously claim to be today). 
However, when he 

is “awakened” to 
see the sins that 
beset his life and 
see them as God 

sees them, he sees 
the dangers around him that his 
sins     have    exposed    him     to.  
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1.  Mat. 1,2 
2.  Mat. 3,4 
3.  Mat. 5. 
4.  Mat. 6,7 
5.  Mat. 8,9 
6.  Mat. 10 
7.  Mat. 11, 12 
8.  Mat. 13 
9.  Mat. 14, 15 
10.  Mat. 16, 17 
11.  Mat. 18, 19 
12.  Mat. 20, 21 
13.  Mat. 22 
14.  Mat. 23 
15.  Mat. 24 
16.  Mat. 25 
17.  Mat. 26 
18.  Mat.27-28 
19.  Mar. 1 
20.  Mar. 2-3 
21.  Mar. 4 
22.  Mar. 5 
23.  Mar. 6 
24.  Mar. 7-8 
25.  Mar. 9 
26.  Mar. 10 
27.  Mar. 11-12 
28.  Mar. 13 
29.  Mar.14 
30.  Mar. 15, 16 
31.  Luke 1 
32.  Luke 2 
33.  Luke 3, 4 
34.  Luke 5 
35.  Luke 6 
36.  Luke 7 
37.  Luke 8 
38.  Luke 9 
39.  Luke 10 
40.  Luke 11 
41.  Luke 12 
42.  Luke 13, 14 
43.  Luke 15, 16 
44.  Luke 17 
45.  Luke 18 
46.  Luke 19 
47.  Luke 20 
48.  Luke 21 
49.  Luke 22 
50.  Luke 23 
51.  Luke 24 
52.  John 1 
53.  John 2, 3 
54.  John 4 

55.  John 5 
56.  John 6 
57.  John 7 
58.  John 8 
59.  John 9 
60.  John 10 
61.  John 11 
62.  John 12 
63.  John 13 
64.  John 14, 15 
65.  John 16, 17 
66.  John 18 
67.  John 19 
68.  John 20, 21 
69.  Acts 1, 2 
70.  Acts 3,4 
71.  Acts 5, 6 
72.  Acts 7 
73.  Acts 8 
74.  Acts 9 
75.  Acts 10 
76.  Acts 11, 12 
77.  Acts 13 
78.  Acts 14, 15 
79.  Acts 16 
80.  Acts 17, 18 
81.  Acts 19 
82.  Acts 20 
83.  Acts 21 
84.  Acts 22, 23 
85.  Acts 24, 25 
86.  Acts 26, 27 
87.  Acts 28 
88.  Rom. 1, 2 
89.  Rom. 3, 4 
90.  Rom. 5,6 
91.  Rom. 7, 8 
92.  Rom. 9, 10 
93.  Rom. 11, 12 
94.  Rom. 13, 14 
95.  Rom. 15, 16 
96.  I Co. 1,2 
97.  I Co. 3,4 
98.  I Co. 5, 6 
99.  I Co. 7, 8 
100.  I Co. 9, 10 
101.  I Co. 11, 12 
102.  I Co. 13, 14 
103.  I Co. 15 
104.  I Co. 16 & II Co. 1 
105.  II Co. 2, 3, 4 
106.  II Co.5, 6, 7 
107.  II Co. 8, 9, 10 
108.  II Co. 11, 12 

109.  II Co. 13 & Gal. 1 
110.  Gal.2, 3 
111.  Gal. 4, 5 
112.  Gal. 6 & Eph. 1 
113.  Eph. 2, 3 
114.  Eph. 4 5 
115.  Eph.  6 & Phil. 1 
116.  Phil. 2, 3 
117.  Phil. 4 & Col. 1 
118.  Col. 2, 3 
119.  Col. 4 & I Thes. 1, 2 
120.  I Thes. 3-5 
121.  II Thes. 1-3 
122.  I Tim. 1, 2, 3 
123.  I Tim. 4 - 6 
124.  II Tim. 1, 2 
125.  II Tim. 3, 4 
126.  Titus 1-3 
127.  Philemon 
128.  Heb. 1, 2, 3 
129.  Heb. 4, 5, 6 
130.  Heb. 7, 8 
131.  Heb. 9, 10 
132.  Heb. 11 
133.  Heb. 12, 13 
134.  Jas. 1, 2 
135.  Jas. 3-5 
136.  I Pet. 1, 2 
137.  I Pet. 3-5 
138.  II Pet. 1, 2 
139.  II Pet. 3 & I John 1-
2 
140.  I John  3-5 
141.  II & III John, & Jude 
142.  Rev. 1, 2 
143.  Rev. 3, 4, 5 
144.  Rev. 6-8 
145.  Rev. 9-11 
146.  Rev.12-14 
147.  Rev. 15-17 
148.  Rev. 18, 19 
149.  Rev. 20-22 

It is finished! ☺ 
  
Reading 40-70 verses per 
day, the New Testament can 
be read in 149 days or less. 

Read the  New Testament 
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Obstacles God Puts … 
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Unfortunately, he did not detect 
nor heed the “pricks” God sent in 
His life to turn him in the right 
direction that God desired.  

“Pricks” that Saul ignored: 
“Pricked” ears – When Paul 

heard the preachers of the Gos-
pel, he did all he could to stifle 
their preaching. Instead of prick-
ing his conscience so he could 
change his wrong path, it an-
gered him and encouraged him to 
do more to silence Christians. 

He even held the coats of 
those who stoned the deacon, 
Stephen. While standing there, 
he probably heard the Word of 
God, as he did when he was 
around Christians. Still, he held 
to his religion, even when the 
people of God preached and 
warned against his false beliefs. 

“Pricked eyes” – Undoubted-
ly, he saw Christianity in action. 
He saw families split, people die, 
and heartaches inflicted. Yet, the 
Christians would not waiver in 
their obedience to God’s com-
mandments. In all the trouble he 
instigated against Christians, he 
saw that they had a peace that he 
surely did not understand. He 
was like King Saul, who perse-
cuted righteous David.  

“Pricks” that others ignore:  
Pricked by circumstances: 

Hard times, sickness, failures, 
tests, aggravating situations, dis-
asters, etc., are often meant to 

draw us closer to God and to 
cause us to trust him more. In-
stead, folks many times grow 
farther from the source of 
strength they need during those 
hard times. They do not examine 
themselves and what they are 
doing in God’s eyes nor get the 
message that God is trying to 
send them through their trials. 

Pricked ears: Perhaps God 
sent a godly parent, grandmoth-
er, neighbor, friend, or Sunday 
school teacher to us or let us 
hear a preacher on TV, but still, 
His invitation was ignored. Peo-
ple often do not “hear” what 
God is trying to tell them. 

Pricked eyes: Many have 
seen bits of the Word of God in 
tracts and good Christian testi-
monies, yet His words and the 
godly examples allowed to cross 
our path are ignored. Too often, 
we do not heed God’s “pricks” 
to our hearts. 

 
When examining your life, 

do you see any obstacles God 
may have put in the way to 
change your direction?  Is it pos-
sible you are fighting or ignoring 
the barriers God has allowed to 
be placed in your life to get you 
to turn in the direction He de-
sires?  

Are the “pricks” allowed in 
your life not changing your di-
rection to where God wants you? 
If so, what will you do next? 

  

Out of the Cave  
Continued from Page 1 

Hopefully, after God opens his 
eyes, he will run away from his 
old, sinful life as fast as possible.  
 
 

 
Troubled Thoughts  

Dr. Robert G. Lee 

One morning, when I was a 
boy, a preacher preached a ser-
mon I believe must have been on 
“The Gates of Heaven.”  In the 
sermon, he asked, “If the gates of 
Heaven were opened, would you 
enter in?” 

The question startled me.  I 
knew that if the gates of Heaven 
were opened that day, I could not 
enter because I could not claim to 
be a Christian. 

That night, the preacher’s text 
was, “What then shall I do with 
Jesus who is called the Christ?”  
He said very simply that to accept 
Christ as Saviour meant Heaven 
and that to reject Him as Saviour 
meant Hell. 

I went home that night with 
the most wretched feeling.  I 
could not sleep.   I got up in the 
night, slipped out of the window 
that opened on the back porch, 
and went down to the moonlit 
watermelon patch.  It was a beau-
tiful, clear night, and I thought of 
Heaven beyond the stars and Hell 
somewhere in some vast region 
below. 

At the next morning’s break-
fast table, my mother said, “Son, 
you look like you didn’t sleep 
much last night.” 
 

“No, ma’am,” I said, “I  
didn’t.” 

“What was the matter?” 
“I feel awfully sinful,” I ad-

mitted. 
I had to plow that day.  My 

misery grew until I finally drove 
out to the end of a long row and 
dropped the plow by the side of 
my old white mule.  I got down 
in the fence corner and told God 
how bad and sinful I felt, and I 
wanted to be saved. 

“If one must accept Jesus to 
be saved,” I prayed, “then I ac-
cept Him.” There, in a fence cor-
ner, the Lord saved me. 

I do not remember the text of 
the preacher’s sermon that night.  
I walked down the church aisle 
and let it be known that the Lord 
had saved me.  I do remember the 
hymn they sang. 

“Out of my bondage, sorrow, 
and night; 

Jesus, I come!  Jesus, I come! 
Into thy freedom, gladness, 

and light; 
Jesus, I come to Thee.” 

The peace that came to me in 
the fence corner is in my heart to 
this day. 

“’Conscience’ is a faults alarm.” 

“Failing morally is 
bad.  Failing to repent  

is worse.”  
— Author Unknown 

“Be quiet enough to 
hear God’s  
whispers.”  

— Author Unknown 


