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God Gets the Glory

Bill Brinkworth
‘And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of

Solomon, she came to prove Solomon with hard questions
at Jerusalem, with a very great company, and camels that
bare spices, and gold in abundance, and precious stones:
and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with
him of all that was in her heart. 2 And Solomon told her all
her questions: and there was nothing hid from Solomon
which he told her not. 3 And when the queen of Sheba had
seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had
built, 4 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his
servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their
apparel; his cupbearers also, and their apparel; and his
ascent by which he went up into the house of the LORD;
there was no more spirit in her. 5 And she said to the king,
It was a true report which | heard in mine own land of thine
acts, and of thy wisdom: 6 Howbeit | believed not their
words, until | came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold,
the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom was not told me:
for thou exceedest the fame that | heard. 7 Happy are thy
men, and happy are these thy servants, which stand
continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom. 8 Blessed be
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the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee to set thee on
his throne, to be king for the LORD thy God: because thy
God loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore made
he thee king over them, to do judgment and justice.” |l
Chronicles 9:1-8

When the queen of Sheba heard about King Solomon, his
riches, how God blessed him, and many other things, she
could not believe what she heard. Suspecting that the tales
may have been exaggerated or gossip, she did the wise
thing. She went to see for herself.

There she spoke with the king. Perhaps she asked some
difficult questions. His extraordinary answers were wiser
than any she had ever heard. There was something about
him that she had never seen or heard before in anyone.

She also noted Solomon’s house and lands. The queen
saw how their dining fare were bountiful for all, how all were
dressed well, how the people were content and happy, and
how the king served his God.

The queen of Sheba saw for herself that the King’s
testimony was true and accurate and even more so. She
soon realized that Solomon’s God was real, not like the
pagan, false gods with which she was familiar. It was clear
that there was a supernatural intervention in this land,
enabling the nation’s leader to be so successful.

As did the queen, people often watch closely to those that
claim they have a relationship with God. They know that if

2



their connection with Him is real that there should be great
differences in their lives, behaviors, habits, and worship.

A Christian’s testimony and life are in constant examination
by those that are curious and may be seeking a real
relationship with the only God. Like the Queen of Sheba,
outsiders know a Christian’s life should be different. They
expect to see joy, good character, trust, and faithfulness to
God.

For today’s Christians, there are also eyes observing their
testimony. Perhaps an unsaved mailman recognized from
your mail that you are involved in Christianity. As he passes
by your house, he observes you yelling at your wife.
Another “phony” he discerns and drives on by.

Maybe fellow workers have heard of your claims of going to
church, but also shake their heads in disappointment after
a display of your unchristian anger. Even your children have
heard of your claims of being Christian but have heard your
constant excuses for not going to church. We are being
observed by eyes looking for an example that lives up to
being what they think a Christian should be. We would be
shocked if we knew all the eyes that are observing us.

Granted a non-Christian’s judgments are not always
accurate, but most have a general idea that there should be
something different in a Christian’s beliefs and behavior.
Sometimes unsaved people have a better idea how a
Christian should act, behave, handle their problems, dress,
and obey their God, than the saved. They know that the
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Christian should be and live differently. When they see
wrong living and behavior in weak, carnal Christians, they
chalk it up to another person that claims they know God, but
from what they see is not much different than they are or
the rest of the world.

Most outsiders will never read the Word of God for
themselves. Many will not darken a church with their
presence. However, all have an innate feeling that there is
a God (at least sometime in their life), and they are looking
for an example to quell their doubts that there is no God.

Their eyes are on us, Christian. What are they seeing when
they observe your life? Are you a testimony to the fact that
there is a living God and He is working and directing in your
life? The queen of Sheba saw it King Solomon’s life. Are
they seeing it also in yours?

“The world is changed by your example, not by your
(0) p | n | on I — Author Unknown

A Christian Home

D. L. Moody

A godly house should be the best proof of true Christianity.
It is not my church; it is my house that knows me best. It is
not my pastor; it is my home-companion who can best
judge me. It is the servant, the child, the wife, and the
friend that can discern most of my real character.



A good man will improve his household. Rowland Hill once
said he would not believe a man to be a true Christian if
his wife, his children, the servants, and even the dog and
cat, were not the better for it. That is being a good
Christian.

If your household is not the better for your Christianity; if
men cannot say, “This is a better house than others,” then
be not deceived, ye have nothing of the grace of God. Let
not your servant on leaving your employ, say, “Well, this is
an odd sort of a Christian family. There was no prayer in
the morning, and | saw there was no prayer at night. | was
kept at their home all Sunday working. Once a fortnight,
perhaps, | was allowed to go out in the afternoon, when
there was nowhere for them to go so that | could hear a
Gospel sermon. My master and mistress went to a place
where they heard the blessed Gospel of God; as for me, |
had to work.” Surely, Christian’s should not act that way.
Carry out your godliness in the heart of your own family.

Your Example Lives On!

Guthrie

People’s example lives on after they are dead. Outliving
our memory, and more enduring than any monument of
brass or marble, our example may prove to be like the
circles that rises around a sinking, thrown stone. The
circles grow wider and wider and embraces a larger and
larger sphere, till it dies in gentle wavelets on the distant
beach. As the stone’s wavelets reaches a distant shore,
so your example may reach a distant time. Take care then
how you live.



A Clean Example
Talmage

A child, coming from a filthy home, was taught at school to
wash his face. He went home so much improved in
appearance that his mother washed her face. When the
father of the household came home and saw the
improvement in domestic appearances, he washed his
face also.

The neighbors, happening to stop by, saw the change and
tried the same experiment until all the street was cleaner.
The next street copied its example, and shortly the whole
city felt the result of one school-boy washing his face.

This fable tells the best way to get the world washed of its
sins and pollution and how to have hearts and lives
cleansed and purified. A man with grace on his face,
Christian cheerfulness in his heart, and consistency in his
behavior is a perpetual sermon and example that many
will emulate.

“l would not give much for your religion unless it
can be seen. Lamps do not talk, but they do shine.”

— Author Unknown

What Kind of Example Are You?

H. Melvill
Be mean and vicious, and those character traits may be

an heirloom to hundreds of future families. Be inconsistent
in serving God, and that behavior may be copied by many
in your church. Offend people and many may fall, and
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those who are entering in the “narrow way” may be
discouraged, and those who are trying to live for the Lord
may stumble and quit. All this damage can occur because
of your bad example.

You live not for yourselves. You cannot live just for
yourselves. A thousand fibers connect you with your fellow
men, and along those fibers, as along sympathetic
threads, run your actions as causes, and return to you as
effects.

“Live so you wouldn’t be ashamed to sell your
parrot to the town gossip.” — author Unknown

A Bright or False Light?

Jellhain, 1668.
A virtuous man, shining in the purity of a righteous life, is a

lighthouse set by the sea-side, whereby both the mariners
sail aright and avoid danger. However, he that lives in
evident sin is a false lantern which shipwrecks those that
trust him where he leads them.



