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Keeping A Distance From Temptations 
 

Bill Brinkworth 

“I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within 
my house with a perfect heart.” Psalm 101:2 
 
Successful people often reveal how they obtained so many achievements and victories.  David 
did just that in Psalm 101.  He accomplished what he did, not only because of his wealth and 
powerful position.  David attained so much because he behaved himself “wisely in a perfect way” 
(vs. 2). 
 
In this Scripture, “perfect” was not referring to sinlessness.  “Perfect” in this context means “moral, 
upright, sincere, undefiled.” The leader of Israel tried his best, although he did fall several times, 
to live the way that was pleasing to the Lord. 
 
David revealed several ways he kept from falling even more than he did.   

• He protected his eyes from seeing the wrong things (Psalm 101:3).  He may not have 

had the amount of pornographic temptation that waits to snag wandering eyes today, but 

he had to divert his vision not to see things that would also lure him into sin.  If David 

had a television in his day, there would have been many programs he would not have 

watched. 

“I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: …” (Psalm 101:3) 

• He avoided those that were lazy and did not work (Psalm 101:3). 

“… I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.” Psalm 101:3 

• He would not allow himself to be self-willed and unreasonable (“froward” — Psalm 

101:4). 

• He avoided those doing wickedness (Psalm 101:4). 

• He kept from those that talked ill of other people (Psalm 101:5). 

• He kept from those that were prideful (Psalm 101:5). 

• He surrounded himself with others that also worked or also tried to live the “perfect way.” 

(Psalm 101:6) 

• He kept his distance from deceivers (Psalm 101:7). 

• He avoided liars (Psalm 101:7). 

• He did all he could to stomp out wickedness in the lands he controlled (Psalm 101:8). 

 
Although this Psalm was written over 3,000 years ago, every single behavior that David did to 
protect himself from falling into sin would help people today.  Temptations surround every single 
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one of us. We will also be inclined to sin if we will not separate ourselves from those destroyers 
of our testimony and joy.  Avoid wrong influences, or you too will succumb to sinful behaviors and 
evil temptations. 
 

 

“The reason the world is not seeing Jesus is that Christian people are not filled with 
Jesus.  They are satisfied with attending meetings weekly, reading the Bible 

occasionally, and praying sometimes.  It is an awful thing for me to see people who 
profess to be Christian that are lifeless, powerless, and in a place where their lives are so 

parallel to unbelievers lives that it is difficult to tell which place they are in, whether in 
the flesh or the Spirit.” — Smith Wigglesworth 

 

 
 

 

Walking on the Edge 
 

Bill Brinkworth 

“Let me give you an illustration of what happens when you live a life close to sin and how to 
keep from falling for its temptation,” the preacher suggested. 
 
“See the edge of this step?” he pointed to the edge of the preaching platform’s top step with his 
shoe.  “So many, after they get saved walk as close to the edge by doing what they did before 
they got saved.  They may be saved and cannot lose their salvation, but they never separate 
themselves from their old ways.” His foot bobbed in the direction of the other steps below the 
top one. 
 
“They never change their lifestyle from what they did before they were saved.  They hang 
around with the same folks that they used to sin with, go to the same places they sinned at, and 
when no one is looking, sin the same way they did before they were saved.  Of course, they will 
fall.  They may still be saved, but they never separate themselves from the iniquities they 
committed previously. Their lack of avoidance from damaging iniquity robs them of a joy they 
could have and keeps them from having a godly testimony.” He then walked that fine edge of 
the step and tripped down the stage’s steps, as he lost his balance. 
 
After climbing to the top step, the preacher continued his illustration. “But, those that are saved 
and don’t want to get in the same situation they were before they were saved are wiser.  Instead 
of walking on the edge of what is biblically right and wrong, they get far from that tempting line.”  
He then moved away from the step toward the pulpit’s platform. 
 
“They read their Bible and read of a sin they are guilty of still committing.  Conviction makes 
them want to flee that transgression, and they attempt to stop that iniquity.”  The pastor again 
moved away from the step that represented the old life.  
 
“They go to a good Bible-believing church and hear a message about another sin of which they 
are guilty.  They do their best to get even further from that iniquity.” Again, the preacher moved 
another stride away from the step’s edge. 
 
“When they commit another sin, again they feel convicted as the Holy Spirit reminds them that 
they need to stop trespassing against God.  With a concern to please God, they again move 
further away from what they used to do.” The preacher took a giant step away from where he 
started. 
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More illustrations of past lifestyles that were discarded inched the preacher further away from 
the steps. “Now look where this obedient Christian is.  He is far away from what he used to do,” 
as his arm gestured towards the eight feet he had moved away from his starting point.  He 
turned his back to the audience and pointed at the direction the believer should be traveling.   
 
“Now,” he continued, “this person is further away from temptation, but look what he is closer to.”  
He pointed to a mural on the wall that depicted an old-rugged cross with a background of 
Heaven. “He is further from sin’s hold on him and closer to Jesus. That is where all Christians 
need to be.  Even if they fall to temptation, look where they are.”  The preacher pointed to a 
distant old-lifestyle. “Even on their worse day they are far from temptation and still closer to 
God.” 
 
This illustrates well the safety a God-pleasing, sin-fearing Christian will have when he separates 
himself from a lifestyle that is not pleasing to God.  Believer, how far away are you from the 
edge?  Are you too close to sin and are a poor testimony for the cause of Christ, or are you 
closer to the Lord? 
 

 

“If you always do what you always did, you’ll always get what you always got.”   
— Barbara Brinkworth 

 

 
 

 

The White Suit and the Painted Closet  
 

Bill Brinkworth 

Wiggling Willie was known to wiggle or jiggle just about every part of his body — constantly.  
There was seldom a second that something on his five-year-old body was not twitching or 
twirling, except perhaps when he was sleeping.   

On one particular day, he was dressed for his part in his sister’s wedding. He was dressed in a 
white tuxedo with white shirt, white trousers, white socks, white tie, white shoes; everything was 
white. 

As he awaited his part with the wedding party, he smelled something that would pique any 
young man’s curiosity: the unusual smell of wet paint.  As he followed his nose, it led him far 
from adult supervision to a place that piqued his interest even more, to the newly painted 
basement of the church. All the freshly painted walls had signs warning that the paint was wet, 
but for the non-reading investigator, they may just as well have said, “Please Touch Me.” That is 
what Willie did. 

His finger touched and rubbed the slow drying beige paint. The most alluring temptation, 
however, was the small, freshly painted clothes closet.  In he stepped to examine what the 
inside of the closet was like, and yes, he closed the door.  The twisting, squirming, exploring 
body brushed up against the back wall, the side walls, and finally the inside of the door as he 
grappled for the doorknob.  As he managed to exit from his dark, newly painted adventure, he 
was not the same clean boy that first entered the closet. 

As can be imagined, the color of his clothing was altered — greatly. The wet paint had rubbed 
off and was embedded in his hair, hands, clothing, and shoes; nothing was not affected. 
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All are affected in much the same manner when exposed to sin. Be it in through the eye-gates, 
hearing, taste, or touch, once sin is experienced, it is embedded into one’s mind.  Once sin has 
stained one’s memory, it will be remembered and battled for the rest of one’s life. That is why 
God’s advice is never to be exposed to sin in the first place; be separated far from it.  No matter 
who you are, no one can avoid the consequences of exposure to sin.  Stay away from it or have 
a life-time of regrets!    

 

“Sin WILL rub off on you!”  — B. B. 

   

 
 


