
From Problems to 
Hallowed Ground  

Bill Brinkworth 

Moses had more than the 
usual “thumps and bumps” 
life had to offer. As a baby, 
to escape death by the 
pharaoh’s henchmen, his 
mother set him afloat in a 
bulrush bassinet down an 
Egyptian river.  Soon he 
was adopted by a new moth-
er; only seeing his biological 
parents in his younger years. He 
was raised in a totally strange, 
ungodly culture; far from his real 
family.  He often thought of his 
real parents; how he was raised, 
and of the Hebrews he had lived 
amongst.  When he saw one of 
them being beaten, Moses 
stepped in to protect his Hebrew 
countryman, and killed the Egyp-
tian attacker. 

Because of this, once again, 
Moses found himself without a 
family; as he fled the pharaoh’s 
wrath and the leader’s attempt on 
his life. There in another strange 
land, Midian, he faced angry out-
cries from shepherds keeping 
women from getting water first. 
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Wisdom of Trials  
S. Coley, 1871 

Unthinking people would like 
a world where corn and all food 
should grow spontaneously and 
plenty was available to everyone 
all the time.  They would have 
their paths beautified by flowers 
fairer than those of Eden. Surely, 
they would banish responsibility, 

and make work obsolete.  
But, how would that affect the 

recipients? They would be soft 
and slothful. God is wiser than 
this.  He knows comfort to be of 
far less importance than character, 
and acts on that knowledge.  He 
often allows us to face trials and 
tribulations to build our character 
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Again he stood up for the under-
dogs.  He stood up against the 

shepherds and helped the wom-
en get their water. As a re-

ward for Moses’ help, the 
maids’ tale of his heroism 

led him to get a job tend-
ing sheep.  It was a very 
strange, different land he 
was now living in. He 
had come from pauper to 

prince and, he found him-
self a pauper again, but 

employed. 
Continued on Page 2 

 
 

Peace in Troubles 
John Bate 

The mighty wind which blows 
over and about the fruit tree usu-
ally does not affect the roots and 
lower part of the trunk.  They 
abide in peace.  All the winds do 
is shake the branches, break off 
the rotten ones, blow away the 
dead leaves, and shake off the 
ripe fruit for use. 

When trouble comes from 
God, the soul maintains the roots 
of its faith  and  love  in the Rock 

Continued on Page 3 
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Words to Find: 
Aaron 
Abihu 
ark 
Bezaleel 
blood 

candlestick 
ephod 
Joshua 
law 
manna 
MercySeat 

MoltenCalf 
murmured 
Nadab 
offering 
priest 
sabbaths 

sacrifice 
Sinai 
tabernacle 
TenCommand-
ments 
wilderness 



ses’ difficult times to put the 
man of God in the position God 
needed him.  God also used trials 
and tribulations to put other bib-
lical characters in a position 
where they could be used, in-
cluding: 

 Sarah. If Sarah had not been 
barren for over 80 years, and 
then conceived a child, many 
would not be encouraged that 
God could do anything. 

 Joseph. If the hard times Jo-
seph experienced did not hap-
pen, he would not have been in 
the position to help save his fam-
ily in the famine. 

 Hannah. If Samuel’s mother 
had not been barren, Hannah 
never would have had Samuel 
trained under the priest, Eli, and 
Samuel may not have been the 
leader God used to guide Israel. 

 Elijah. If there were no 
drought, Elijah would not have 
seen God’s provision at the 
Brook Cherith. 

 Ruth. If Ruth’s trials did not 
occur, she would not have been 
married to Boaz and been part of 
the lineage that God used to 
bring Jesus into this world. 

 Paul. If Paul had not been 
shipwrecked on the island of 
Melita, the island leader’s father 
would not have been healed by 
Paul’s prayers. Also, if Paul 
were not imprisoned in Rome, 
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His job of watching sheep 
was a lonely one. For months he 
may have been alone on the back
-side of the mountains with only 
the baaing voices of his sheep to 
break the monotony.  It was 
there, Moses one day saw a sight 
that changed his life.  If it were 
not for all the “bad things” that 
had happened in his life, he 
would not have been at that 
place. 

Moses saw a sight that he had 
never seen, or even heard of be-
fore.  Moses saw a bush that was 
burning.  It burned and burned, 
but was never devoured by the 
lapping tongues of the fire’s 
flame.  It should have been a 
charred pile of ash, but on it 
burned.  As he walked up to the 
strange phenomenon, God’s 
voice talked to him out of the 
green, but burning bush. 

Although Moses faced many 
hard times, it was at that bush 
that God called him into a spe-
cial ministry. Because he was 
where he was supposed to be, 
Moses became a leader that 
changed history for himself and 
for Israel. 

Trials and tribulations are not 
necessarily a bad thing.  Quite 
often they are used by God, to 
bring a person to the place where 
God wants him to be, and where 
God can use him.  God used Mo-

many Romans would not have 
been saved. 

 Jesus. If Jesus did not die the 
horrible death He did, none of us 
would have the opportunity to go 
to heaven! 

 
Every person on this earth 

will or has gone through difficult 
times.  Being a Christian does 
not exempt one from facing 
hardships.  Sometimes tribula-
tions are brought on by our 
wrong decisions or lustful de-
sires. Many times, especially for 
a Christian, the testing times 
may be used to get us in a place 
God wants us, so that He can get 
the glory and use us in a way He 
desires. 

All the time difficult situa-
tions are opportunities to let go, 
and rely on the Lord to help one 
through an “impossible” time.  
Those times are never a time to 
shake a fist at God, and blame 
Him for all that seems “bad”.  
Those times may be the times 
God intends to change one’s  
direction in life and use it for His 
glory! 

 
 

Peace in Troubles 
Continued from Page 1 

of Ages unmoved.  All the trib-
ulations do is to destroy what 
is superfluous and corrupt 
about us, and to draw from us 
the manifestation of the grace 
of the Spirit for the practical 
use of others and the commen-
dation of the Saviour’s way.  
Our heart is still kept in peace. 

 
 

God’s Favor in Our 
Troubles 

Author Unknown 
 

When waves of trouble round me 
swell, 

My soul, be not dismayed; 
But hear a voice thou know’st 

full well — 
“’Tis I, be not afraid.” 

 
When black the threat’ning 

clouds appear 
And storms my path invade, 

That voice shall tranquillise each 
fear — 

“’Tis I, be not afraid.” 
 

There is a gulf that must be 
cross’d, 

Saviour! be near to aid! 
Whisper, when my frail bark is 

toss’d — 
“’Tis I, be not afraid.” 

 
There is a dark and fearful vale, 

Death hides within its shade; 
Oh! Say when flesh and heart 

shall fail — 
“’Tis I, be not afraid.” 

  

“And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according 

to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28 

“My brethren, count it all 
joy when ye fall into  
divers temptations;”  

James 1:2   

“When  life becomes 
all snarled up, 

offer it to our Lord and let 
Him untie the knots.”  

— Book of Days for Christians 


