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Wrong Place
Bill Brinkworth

It does not always make spiri-
tual sense where and why people
attend the churches they do.
Sometimes the Christian’s enemy,
Satan, or their own confused flesh
direct them to the wrong place of
worship, learning, and spiritual
growth.

God sometimes directs a man
or woman from a Bible-believing
church to a particular house. This
person is led there at the right
time and place. He is led to say
the right things to a person he has
never met.  The Holy Spirit
speaks to the visited person’s
heart. They realize they are a sin-
ner bound for Hell and believe
that Jesus died for them on the
cross. They obey the Spirit and
are wonderfully saved and on
their way to heaven. God has
used that Christian to show them
the way of salvation. However,
this is where a wrong decision
often happens. The next week the
new convert starts attending an-
other church, a church that has
shown no interest in their soul in
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Philippians 4:19 Poem

Author Unknown
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God shall all your need supply,
Ask not how, nor question why;
All you need, what ’ere it be,
All the need you cannot see.

Need for grace to conquer sin,
Need for power the fight to win.
Need for patience every day,
Need for trust when dark
the way.

Need for strength to bear
each pain,
Need for cleansing from
each stain,
Need for love to make life sweet,
Need for charity complete.

Need for pardon for each fall,
Need for mercy most of all,
Need for grace to live or die;
God shall all your need supply.
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the past. The church was not
used to give them God’s truth; a
church, if they continue to at-
tend, will result in their not
spiritually growing.

Another common scenario of
not going to the place God desires
them to go happens many times
when people are going through
hard times. They go to a church
for some help. The church mem-
bers help with money and food.
They freely give to people they
never saw before. God mightily
used that church to meet the needs
of a person. After their problem is
solved, the same people that
sought help will attend another
church that has never shown any
interest at all in their soul or body.

No, the people in both men-
tioned situations do not owe any-
one anything, especially church
attendance. However, if God used
a local church body to meet one’s
physical or spiritual needs, it
would be logical that perhaps that
is the church He would want them
attending. At least a short atten-
dance there to see if that is where
God wants them is in order to dis-
cern God’s will and way for their
lives.

Unfortunately, the reasons for
going to church are sometimes not
spiritual. They include:

“I was born that religion and
that’s where I will be going.”
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Many times that religion has
never preached the truth that
transformed their lives and
that may be the reason that
person was not saved or ma-
tured spiritually when they did
attend there.

W“My family always attended
that kind of church.” Tt should
matter more if God is leading
them to a particular church or
not. The important question
that should be answered in
which church to attend should
be, “Does God want me there
and do | spiritually get fed
there?”

Weaqn my friends go to that
church.” Church is not sup-
posed to be just a social meet-
ing place. It is supposed to be
a place where one is taught the
word of God, and where one
can find a place to serve God.
If nothing is gotten out of at-
tendance, it may be the wrong
place to attend, and may be a
waste of time.

Y “The other church is more
convenient.” Maybe it is, but,
again, attendance needs to be
fulfilling, not just easy to get
to.

Y “I like the other church be-
cause it’s not so strict.” Usu-
ally, when someone complains
of church strictness, they are
referring to how the church
interprets and obeys the scrip-

The most important question concerning any man
living is this: Is he a saved soul or not? Is he a child
of God or an heir of wrath? — spurgeon

If you carefully fulfill
the various duties of

life, from a principle
of obedience to your
heavenly Father, you
shall enjoy that peace
which the world can-
not give nor take
away.  — Samuel Adams

tures. Those churches that do
not follow or believe the Bible’s
teaching completely are very
lax in obeying its commands.
The churches that believe and
follow all the Bible teaches tend
to appear more “strict”. The
Bible is God’s book. It is He
that is “strict”. It is His com-
mands we should obey.

Y “I don’t believe like they do.”
It really should not matter what
you or | like or believe. It
should matter what God says to
do. If the Bible says that we
need to be doing something, we
need to do it. It usually is for
our best.

People need to be in a church
where the Spirit of God works in
their life and where the complete
word of God is taught and
preached. If God is using a minis-
try to meet your spiritual needs, be
it a bus ministry, or preaching that
speaks to your heart, perhaps that
is where God is leading you. At-
tend the right place, the place God
desires you to be.

Trust in the Lord
Author Unknown

An aged lady left Buffalo by
boat for Cleveland to visit a
daughter living there. Soon a
dreadful storm arose and many of
the passengers, fearing death,
gathered for prayer. Only the
aged lady seemed quite uncon-
cerned about the tempest, as she
sat with her hands folded and
prayed.

After the storm had subsided,
some of the passengers were ea-
ger to know the secret of her
calmness.  So, they gathered
around her and asked her the rea-
son. “Well, my dear friends,” she
replied, “it it s A
is like this. ¥
| have two
daughters. f
One died ‘;
and went
home to,
heaven.
The other =
lived and moved to Cleveland.
When the storm arose, | won-
dered which of them | might visit
first, the one in Cleveland or the
one in heaven, and | just left it to
the Lord; for | am glad to see ei-
ther.”

In such quiet, enduring faith,
we catch a glimpse of the glori-
ous peace that is reflected in
Paul’s words: “For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to
depart, and to be with Christ;
which is far better” Philippians
1:23. With a living faith dwelling
in our heart, it is not difficult to
face death.




