
Grad ing on A Curve?

I loved it in school, when the
teacher graded us on a curve.  The 
best grade in the class was a 75%.  
It was then that my nor mally fail -
ing grade of 59% was a “C”.  

“Al right,” I sighed.  I was n’t
as bad as oth ers. The truth of the
mat ter was, I still did n’t per form
the way I should have on the test. 
I still did n’t know the ma te rial.  I
may have got ten away with not
fail ing, but I had fallen short of
what I should have ex pected of
myself.

Too many to day com pare
them selves to oth ers in sim i lar
fash ion:

þ “I’m not as bad as he.”  

þ “I don’t lie that much.”

Continued on Page 2

Prayer Power
Edited from Sunday Teacher's

Trea sury - 1960

 "Con fess your faults one to
an other, and pray one for
an other, that ye may be healed.
The ef fec tual fer vent prayer of a
righ teous man availeth much."
James 5:16

¬ Ja cob prayed: the an gel
blessed him and Esau's re venge
was changed to fra ter nal love.

¬ Jo seph prayed: He was
delievered from the prison in
Egypt.

¬ Moses prayed: Amalek was
discomfitted  and Israel
triumphed.

¬ David prayed: Ahithophel,
the traitor, went out and hung
himself.

¬ Jehoshaphat prayed:  God
turned away His anger and
smiled.

Continued on Page 3
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peril is that the church will of fer
the world a philosphy of
Chris tian ity that pro vides
for give ness with out re gen er a tion, 
'Chris tian ity' with out Christ,
re li gion with out the Holy Ghost,
pol i tics with out God, and heaven
with out hell." How sad his
proph ecy is be ing ful filled.

The World's Great est
Peril

Moody Monthly (1961)
Many years past, news pa per 

re port ers asked Gen eral Wil liam
Booth, founder of the Sal va tion
Army, what he thought was the
great est peril of the im me di ate
fu ture.  The Gen eral quickly an -
swered: "The world's great est 

Bib li cal Mea sure ments

Words to Find:
bath
bushel
cab
cubit
ephah

fathom
fingers
furlong
handbreath
hin

homer
log
mile
omer
pace

reed
shekel
span
talent
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"There is noth ing into which the heart of man so
eas ily falls as pride.  And yet there is no vice that

is more fre quently, more 
em phat i cally, and more el o quently con demned in 

Scrip ture."                    -  Spurgeon
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Grad ing on A Curve?
Continued from Page 1

þ “I just drink a lit tle, but I’m not 
a drunk.”

þ “Yes, I’ve sto len, but I’m not a 
thief.”

þ “I do look at other women, but
I’m not un faith ful or lust ing.”

þ “I say bad words, but I won’t
con sider my self filthy
mouthed.”

þ “I do lose my tem per, but not
as bad as I’ve seen oth ers do.”

þ “I have gos siped, but just a
lit tle.”

þ “Sure, I’ve talked back to my
par ents; but that’s not the sin
of dis obe di ence to par ents."

Again, the truth was that all
in stances of wrong-do ing were still 
wrong.  Jus ti fi ca tion does n’t make
any thing cor rect.  It just eases the
guilt. 

We should not be the stan dard 
of mea sure ment of righ teousness. 
How can we?   We are sin ners like
ev ery one else.  We have no right to 
do the judg ing, but God does.  He
has never sinned and hates sin.  Ul -
ti mately, He will be the judge of
our sins.

To God, all sin is bad.  All sin
dis pleases him, and much of the

time, cuts off our com mu ni ca tion
with him. That’s why some do not
get an swered prayer any more. 

We don’t al ways see our own
weak nesses as Rev e la tion 3:17 re -
minds us: “Be cause thou sayest, I
am rich, and in creased with goods,
and have need of noth ing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, 
and mis er a ble, and poor, and blind, 
and naked:”.

We some times fool those
around us, but God knows our sin -
ful ness. One group of re li gious
lead ers tried to grade them selves at 
the top of the “curve.”  God said to
them how ever, “… Ye are they
which jus tify your selves be fore
men; but God knoweth your
hearts: for that which is highly es -
teemed among men is abom i na tion 
in the sight of God.” (Luke 16:15)

To an other group of “righ -
teous,” God said, “Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not proph e sied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out dev -
ils? and in thy name done many
won der ful works? And then will I
pro fess unto them, I never knew
you: de part from me, ye that work
in iq uity.” (Mat thew 7:22-23)

When a group had gath ered
and was ready to pun ish an adul -
terer for her sin, Je sus said, “...  He
that is with out sin among you, let
him first cast a stone at her.” 

When we com pare our selves
to the only one that has never
sinned, Je sus, we find we can never 
mea sure up. 

“As it is writ ten, There is none 
righ teous, no, not one:” Romans
3:10

“For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God;”
Romans 3:23

In good ed u ca tion, grad ing on
a curve is a poor way to truly mea -
sure one’s per for mance.  It is also
pre ten tious of us to com pare our
good ness to others.

Should
He Come 

on
Prayer

Meeting
Night?

Au thor Un known

Where would I be on prayer
meeting night,

If my Lord should suddenly
come?

At church in my place or out with
the crowd

Just having some innocent fun?

Where would I be? With the
faithful and true,

Or at home in an easy chair;
Too weary, too selfish, too

careless perhaps,
To go to the temple of prayer?

Where would I be?  getting food
for my soul, 

And praying for those who are
lost;

Or absent again  - forgetting the
One

Who bought us at infinite cost?

Where would I be? I've excuses
enough,

But how would they look in His
sight?

Where would I want Him to find
me at last

Should He come on prayer
meeting niight?

Prayer Power
Con tin ued from Page 1

¬ Eli jah prayed: the lit tle cloud
ap peared and the rain de scended
upon the parched earth.

¬ Elisha prayed: the wa ters of
Jor dan were di vided.

¬ Isa iah prayed: 185,000
As syr ian en emy were killed.

¬ He ze kiah prayed: the sundial
was turned back.

¬ The dis ci ples prayed:   the Holy 
Ghost was poured out.

¬ The Church prayed: Pe ter was
delivered by an an gel.

¬ Paul and Silas prayed:  the
prison doors were opened and
ev ery man's bonds were loosed.

¬ You prayed: ????????  (Did
any thing hap pen?  It should!)

Some one told young 
Da vid, "Go li ath is too big
to hit."

Da vid told them, "He's
too big to miss!"


